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Mishcon de Reya

Our Ref: RMIFL/AWD/446491.2AWD
] ) Surnmit House
Your Ref; 12 Red Lion Square
London WCIR 4QD
_ _ DX 37954 Kingsway
STRICTLY PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL

NOT FOR PUBLICATION “ veww.mishcon;com
FAO Ms C Forde

Monitoring Officer

Coventry City Council 12 May 2015
Ist Floor

Christchurch House
Greyfriars Lane
Coventry

Cvil 2QL

BY POST AND EMAIL (CHRISTINE.FORDE@COVENTRY.GOV.UK)

Dear Sirs
Complaint to the Monitoring Officer

“We act on behalf of Arvo Master Fund Limited ("Arvo”), SISU Capleal Limited ("SISU"), Sky
Blue Sports and Leisure Limited, Otium Entertainment Group Limited (tfading as Coventry
City Football Club), Ms Joy Seppala and Ms Laura Deering and are instructed to make this
complaint on their behalf.

Introduction

This complaint relates to breaches of the Member Code of Conduct ("the Code") by the
most seniot Members of Covéntry City Council. Over the period in which these breaches
have taken place, the Monitoring Officer has been involved in the negotiations and
transactions about which our clients complain.. As such, it is appropriate for the Monitoring
Officer to refer this complaint to an external, independent investigator at the earfiest
‘opportunity as is provided for at paragraph 3.2 (i) of the Complaints Procedure so that the
external, Independent investigator may decide whether to investigate this complaint.

We ask that the external, independent investigator refers to the enclosed documentation
and the summary of the Complaint below to support our client’s request that the relevant
Members are referred to the Ethics Committee of Coventry City Council:

Please find enclosed the following decuments in support of the. Complalnt:

Councillor profiles for John Mutton and Ann Lucas;

l.

2. Charity Commission Report for The Alan Higgs Centre Trust;

3. Summary of facts, chronology and dramatis personae;

4. Schedule of comments by Members and related persons;

5. Letter from Ms Joy Seppala; and
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Misheon de Reya

6. Copy of our clients' complaint to the Local Government Ombudsman.
Summary of Complaint

Qur clients assert that Councillor Mutton and Councillor Lucas have breached the Code.
They have failed to "secure better social, economic and environmental outcomes for-all” and
have failed to "behave in a manner that Is consistent with the ... principles to achieve best
value for ... residents and maintain public confidence in the Council." The particulars of the
breaches of the Code by Councillor Mutton and Councillor Lucas are summarised below
and in the enclosed letter from Ms Seppala, Schedule of Commignts and letter of complaint
to the Local Government Ombudsman,

Relevant Code Principles
Principle 2 (¢) Objectivity: "I will make choices on merit, in carrying out pub!i'c business."

Principle 2 (d) Accountability: "I am accountable for my deasmns and actions to the public and must
submit myself to whatever scrutiny is appropriate to my office.”

Principle 2 (e) Openness: "I will be as open as possible about all the decisions and actions 1 take. |
will give reasons for my decisions and restrict information only when the wider public interest.or the
law clearly demands."

Breaches of the following terms:’

3 (b) "Deal with representations or enquiries from residents, members of our communities and
visitors fairly, appropriately and impartially.”

3 (d) “Exercise independent judgement and not compromise my position by placing myself under
obligations to outside individuals or organisations who might seek to influence the way ! perform my
duties as @ Member"

3 () "Listen to the interests of all parties, including relevant advice from statutory and other
professional officers, take all refevant information into consideration, remain objective and make
decisions on merit."

3 (f) Be accountable for my decisions. and cooperate when scrutinised internally and externally,

including by local residents.”

3 (g) Contribute to making the City Council's decision-making processes as open and transparent as
possible to ensure residents understand the reasoning behind those decisions and are informed when
holding me and other Members to account but restricting - access to information when the wider
pubi;c interest-or the faw requires it."

3 (;) Always treat people with respect, including the organisations and public 1 engage with and those
I work alongside."

8.1 "I understand that | have dnother Relevant Interest (which is not o disclosable pecuniary
interest) in any matter to be considered or being considered at the meeting where:

26259485.1 2
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a. a declsion in relation to that matter might reasonably be regarded as affecting the well-
being or financial stariding of .. an organisation or body ... to a greater extent than it would affect
the majority of the Council Tax payers, ratepayers or inhabitants of the ward or electoral area for
which | have been elected or otherwise of the authority's administrative areq; and

b. the interest is one that @ member of the public with knowledge of the refevant facts
would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice my judgement of the public
interest."

Breaches of Code Principle 3
Councillor Mutton

We refer you to the enclosed Councillor Profile which details Councillor Mutton's positions
within Coventry City Council ("CCC") and appointment as Leader of the Council fram 2010
to 2013. The breaches outlined in this Complaint in refation to Councillor Mutton toolk
place whilst Councillor Mutton was Leader of CCC.,

Councillor Mutton's conduct in private meetings with our clients was often unprofessional,
obstructive and, at times, ‘extremely rude. We refer to you to Ms Seppala's statement in
confirmation of Councillor Mutton's behaviour during those private meetings to evidence
the beach of Code Principle 3 as quoted above. We further refer you to the enclosed
extract from the Charity Commission register identifying that Councllloir Muttoh was a
Trustee of The Alan Higgs Centre Trust during the relevant time, We submit that this close
affiliation with another of the relevant parties in this matter preventeéd Councillor Mutton
from being objective when carrying out his duties and affected his conduct towards our
clients, in breach of Code Principle 3. Qur attempts to view the Register of Interests (the
"Register") to identify how, and if, Councilior Mutton declared this affiliation were frustrated
as the Register is unavailable ‘on the CCC website and was only availablé to view in person
on a specific written request. We ask that it be investigated as to whether Counciilor
Mutton has declared his interests fully and in accordance with his duties under the Code.

We further refer you to the enclosed Schedule of Comnients évidencing Councillor
Mutton's public comments about our clients and the context in which they were made. The
tone and the timing of these comments were calculated to cause maximum damage to our
clients-and were made in breach of Code Principle 3, as quoted above.

Councillor Lucas

We refer you to the enclosed Councillor Profile which details Couricillor Lucas’ positions
within CCC and her current appointment as Leader of CCC. Qur clients had cause to meet
‘Councillor Lucas on her appointment to Leader of CCC in relation to CCEC., During these
meetlngs and in subsequent correspondence our clients found Councillor Lucas to remain
steadfast against any proposal our clients made to progress negotiations, particularly in
relation to the térms on which CCFC returned to Ricoh Arena, and in breach of Code
Principle 3 as quoted above. In addition, her public conduct in relation to the administration
of CCFC Limited and the proposed bid by ACL shows a distince lack of objectivity which we
submit is in breach of the Code. We refer you to Ms Seppala's statement enclosed in

confirmation of her behaviour towards our clients.

26259485, | 3
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We further refer you to the enclosed Schedule of Comments evidencing Councillor Lucas'
public conduct towards our clients in breach of Code Principle 3, as quoted above.

Breaches of Code Principle 2

As Leaders of the Council at the relevant times, we submit that both Councillor Mutton and
Councillor Lucas were ultimately responsiblé for the conduct of the Council Members and
Officers. They were also responsible for setting an example of the high standards of
behaviour required by Members and Officers of CCC in service to the taxpayers of
Coventry. We refer you to the enclosed complaint to the Local Government Ombudsman
which details the ways-in which the Council Members and Officers were in breach of Code
Principle 2.

‘Conclusion

It is clear that the conduct of both Councillor Mutton and Councillor Lucas should be
investigated by an independent assessor and brought to the ‘attention of the Ethics
Committee of Coventry City Council. The public statements published in local newspapers
are, in our clients' view, sufficient to trigger a breach of Code Principle 3 and the furcther
evidence above and enclosed démonstrates that a wider investigation in required.

The matter about which our. clients complain is a course of conduct by Councillor Mutton
and Councillor Lucas that spans several years. QOur clients hold a great amount of
information and further documentation which may be deemed relevant to this matter, We
have provided a summary of their complaint which we deem sufficient to warrant further
investigation into the wider matters -complained of. Should you have any questions or
requests for further information and documentation, please contact the writer.

Yours faithfully

Mishcon de Reya

Direct Tel: +44 20 7440 7294
Direct Fax:  -+44 20 7430 0683
E-mail: Ramona.Mehta@Mishcon.com
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'Register of interests, Councillor John Mutton

Register of interests

Councillor John Mutton

This register of interests was published on Monday, 8th June, 2015, 9.07 am.

Page 1 of 2

I, Councillor John Mutton a Member of Coventry City Council hereby declare the following

pecuniary interests

1. Guidance Notes

understood the Guidance Notes -
please indicate yes or no

Yes -

Confirmation that you have read and

2. Employment, office, trade, profession or vocation

Any Employment, office, trade,
profession or vocation carried on
for profit or gain

None

3. Sponsorship

Name of Person or Body making
Payments

my election expenses

Binley and Willenhall Labour Party paid

4. Contracts

Contracts

None

5. Land

Council

Land: Any beneficial interest in land
which is within the area of the City

e 2T
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Register of interests, Councillor John Mutton S Page 2 of 2

13, Gunton Avenue, Willenhall,
Coventry

6. Licenses

Any Licence to occupy land in the
area of the City Council for a month
or longer

None

7. Corporate Tenancies

Corporate Tenancies

None

8. Securities

Securities

None

9. Membership of certain organisations

Membership of certain
organisations

Trustee of Higgs Centre Trust

10. Declaration

Confirmation that you have read and
understood the Declaration - please
indicate yes or no

Yes

http://democraticservices.coventry.gov.uk/mgDeclarationSubmissionPrintView.aspx?... 11/06/2015
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From : I w5V
m TR |

Subfect RE: A want a conl-cail @ 11
Datay 11 December 2012 12:27:00

- Rt gt e ir e e — e

| - lhey are icean on us buliding up a riew fimeline to sel out & PR allack on Joy.
So laking Friday as the earfiest point al which they'd atiack.




RE: SBT .
12 Decomber 2012 12:54i00.

1think we need to discuss this Joy thing as a WS téam, I don't really want to get inte mud-slinging
from ACL as I think that starts to eat away at credibility with fans,

H were discussing suggesting a meeting in public; chalred by Cov Telegraph editor o
simllar, to thrash out the deal and putdoy In the spotlight,

----Orjginal Messago----- V\l

From; ﬁ -ws

Sant: 12 December 2012 12:27

To: Wﬁx?: I 5\
S

Ce:
Subject! Ret SBT

~+--- Orlginal Message ~--~
Fromy; qwsv\l .
Sent: Wednesgay, December 12, 2042 06:08 AM

‘wsuqi_ e s
] WS '




We need to think very carefully about what bringlng Joy front and centre looks like, The WS team

will corfer on Hils polnt, Ideal we need to secure sgme Form of wrltten evldenne or h
Jntentions, s Vi

-----

@ricoharena.com; Il @ricoharena.com;

B Jets be sure tis timing of tha statemert

-wsw; @hlggscharity.org.uk

@gmail.com; @ricoharena.com,
@ricoharena.com ’

Subject! RE; SBT

IR v il sce If we can acquire a photo,




From: ' ’ @virginmedia,co k]
sent: 12 Decem

To! -WSV\I @hlggscharity.arg.uk; [ EEERIa
Ce @coventry.gov.uks @coventry.gov.u g
@rlconarena.com; @ricoharena,com

Subject! Re: S8T

p S coufd source a photagraph of Joy &s any negotiatlons pertinent to
CCFC are wrth the owner not Mr

..........

| 2
@sicoharena, cnm>- I @rlcoharena,comb-
Subject' RE: SBT '




Frami I s

Tou s\ RO v 54 ; ENSRRREN R vy
Ccet s

Subjectt FW: seppala es.doex

Data; 13 December 2012 09:57:22

Attdthmopts sep0ala llps.docx

_ .very much agrees the way to get to loy Is through the financlal pages. He
has ths on record and has sent along, He believes her Google profile has been ‘cleaned’ since
he garnered thls Information though..

W3

From: *_@hlggschaﬁmorg-ukl
Sent} 13 December 2012 09;49 =~ .

-Co,UK);
Subject! seppata lles.doox @

Notes on Seppala ] .




Tot el ; R v/ o ERERw R vavg
Subject RE: Hoy was Lhe adf call
Dalsl 14 Decamber 2012 08:51:00

o — -

8 They remaln keen on bringing Seppala Into spollight but agree they can't muckrake. F've
said that will be exploring things wilh financial contacts, I've alse drafled the-comment

below whish We can Issue fo key conlacts and use as holding stalement it approached for updates
on dlscussions.

: f hot monkey.

An ACL spokesman sald!

“Areria Govanlry Limited can confirm thal they recenlly met with Joy Seppale; the chief execulive.of
the Maylsir hedge fund Sisu, lo discuss the oulstanding rent issua, Discissions are oo 9,
AGL remaln hopelul of a resolufion to the ollstanding debl issue bul, as yl, noagresnienl hag
been resched.”




Fromz : W]

Tot

Sublech fle; Our sknatkant 4 few thoughts to tonstder.,
Datet 16 Febriary 2013 15312:00

Rriconarena.com)
\‘ (@ coventry. Gov.LK)
i

Subject: Our sluation!”

And more than

anything where's Joy?

» Cart we get any insight Into

IR state of mind? Into
state of mind? Is there a chance they will turn on 7 On Joy?




p r \ are implying
that Joy Seppala herself now needs to grasp the nettle and gel nvolved. Perhaps
it's time the press got themselves down to London W8 - her address is on 192,com
to anyorie who wants to pay a small feg - and ask her themselves? If we can position
such that I R and she s not willing to talk - it




Fromi

Tol

Subject: RE: Update on skuation, Grebp conversation needed; We need 1o be In possesslon of fill facs and apree d
eomms pasiion with yau.

Datei 20 Fahruary 2013 11:17:00

From:“ wsw
Senti 20 February 2013 11:13 "

To!
Ce: s
Subjfect! Update on sltuation; Grolp comwersation needed. We need to be In possession of full facts

and @gree a commms position with you.

_a  Howhard we are golng to push reporters to pressure/ flush out {to us g
phrase) || SEEERM ('t thev won't be turned) and Indeed seppala: I
R 's hounding me to help him get hold of all three of them and is consldering




trying to doorstep Seppala without any pushing even being needed from me.

E] weber
. shandwick

engaging, always.

EMEA Consultenoy of the Year 2012, The Holmes Report
Winner of fwo 2011 Digita Gommunication Awards




Fromy
Tar

Subjech RE: Risch artkle Up - suspect somwe on our ¥de might panie a bit al It
patat 20 Hapch 2013 23:10:00

Attaeliments: (maneddd e ‘

After sorry saga of infighting, moment of truth arrives for
Coventry City

tn the high court on Friday Coventy could be put inlo administration, which would rasull in a 10-
point deduction and the end of the team's promolion dream
Shag 7

mnghargd

Tha Buarlian, Wodnesdsy 20 Maréh 2013 20,10 GMT

od {0 11: @ Ry b Arent w 2955 bl up{ml'i reui{ o Mo stadnim A E1ant has lod 1o a agh cawed besung Phstagsph
iEapns S

"Coventry was alive when the team paraded through the clty after we won the FA
Gup and Covenlry was alive: loday," said the former ‘Sky Blues defender

in 2007; afler the off clal opening of the Ricoh Arena. "l atranged for a
meaeling of 60 foriner I.lo" ityplayers last week and saw two 70-year-old men
cry bacause they are so pléased with the chaniges thay've séeh,"

Those coliments ama a year after Coventry had been playing in thelr niew home,
but one wonders whal thinks now, six years: on. with Clty dire to appear
at the high court on Frlday when a judge will declde whsther to place the ciub into
administration, resulting In the deduction of 10 points and an énd fo the team's
hopes of promotlon frorn League One this season. A penny also for the thoughts of
- H. the manager appolnted only iwo weeks ago who has guided hls
new side o two wins from three and within grasp of a play-off spot.

For those unfamillar with Clty's plight, It is a sorry tale that is sure to depress any
football fan who belleves the game has lost touch with realily. This sepulehral saga
has been driven 1o the brink of implosion by two parties thal have endured & bliter
relatlonship over the past six years. Inevilably, something has had lo give.

Caventry ¢ity council and the Hlggs Trust both hold a 50% stake in Arena Coventry
Lid, the company that owns the Ricoh Arena. ACL have been at odds with the




club's owners sincs 2007, when the Mayfair-based hedge-fund $lsu, run by the
American-Scandinavian Joy Seppala, took control of Coverilry with the help of

. The outgoing chairman, [ESSEEEEI , said at the fime: "] am sure that

and Slsu Capital will help drive Coventry Cily forward into a brand new era
for the club."

Ithas cerialnly been a new era, but perhaps not the one that [l would have
expected,

Previous mismanagement meant the club was forced into renting the stadium
instead of ownting it, despite’ Sisu's attempts since (o purchase a stake n ACL, with
the stadium owners lasl week issuing an adminisiration order to the high court over
£1.3m in unpaid rent since April last year. ACL, which issued third party debt
ordars against the club In February having previously issued a stalutory demand,
offered o reduce that annual rent te £400,000. The club agresd to that offer but a
row over who would retain matchday revenue at the stadium led to a braakdown in
negoliations and a stand-off,

The club's chlef executive, , fold the Guardian last week lhat unless the
negotiatlons recommenced there would be "no option” but to file for adminisiratlon.
"The only thing | will say al this stage is that ACL and the councll have got their
own purpose and thelr own agenda for putting us Into adminlstration,” [ said
on Wednesday. It remalins to be seen how Sisu responds to the adminlstiation
order in court, although it could stlll pay the £1.3m before a hearing and pofantially
avold a doomsday scenario. |t could also make its own representations in court
and an adjourninent Is another possibility.

, a partner for Walker Morris, who will represent ACL, sald: "Based
oh experience, the business and assets of the ¢lub are more valuable if there is
certalnty to what has happened with the points, that's why if unfortunately there
was lo be a deduction we would prefer thal fo happen this season so thata
potential purchaser has the certainty of knowing it's happened.

" think you've got to look at the facts the best you can. Action had to be taken
because the danger of gomg into liquidation was so high thal we had to act. The
Guardian's article of Monday last week was supportive of the decision to go down
this route, The opposilion's interest may be to fight but Is that In the best interest of

the olub?"

g RN | a potential new owner, has been lined up by ACL fof a future
'la_keovershould the club enter admiitistralion and ERECHE RSN IH

-chaice to be the administrator, . an Amarlcan properly tyconn who was
jnterésted in a deal with Leeds Unile Iast yoar, has reportedly been shown around
thé ‘Ricch Arena by ACL's interim chlef executive, B8 L

estimated worth of $250m (£1 57m)

B «id club director FEENERaN

not expect a wealthy backer to goime in for the club and that alternative N
arrangements for playing away from the Ricoh Arena were already in place, They
had baen inlengthy discussions with the Foolball League abolt building a new
stadium nearer to Coventry's cily centre and In the meantime pianned to grouhd-
share with a League club'in the west Midlands.




“The council seem to be quité naively hopeful thal there is a Russian oligarch or a
sheikh waiting to take over," SRERINEN sald. "I think that's unreallstic. | do a lot of
work In the Gulf and know & (ot of the shelkhs who are interested in football quite
well, thiey want trophles, They don't talk to another Gulf royal and say 'l've bought
Goventry Clty".

" was_s_tagg!:[éd when they first mentioned bullding a new stadium but when you
look at the way we are denied revenues that we used to have al Highfleld Road,
that were given away and had nothirg return, it Is strange that tha econoimics of
bullding a new stadium acfually slack up. It |s ridiculous and wasteful because
whal would happen t6 this Ricoh Arena is that weeds would come up throtigh the
cracks in the concrele and it would bécome a white elephant.”

said: "What I've found, whether Pm ih Tesco car park holding two bags of
‘shopping on a Friday night or walking around in the city centre on a Thursday
‘morning, is supportas stopping youl and saying just pay the rent, Tim, just pay it
and we-tan all move on', Then, when | unravel the argument in front of them, they
theh say 'for god's 8ake, you've got to get the right deal for the club, we've got fo
think long-terrn, [ "

Thé guestion of which side is In the right has been much debated by frustrated
supporters, who have seen thelr feam slide deeper Into a gaping abyss since
relegation from the Premler League in 2001, after 34 years in the top flight,

PSRRI | nokesiian for the Sky Blues Supporters Trust, believes the club
had to move from thelr old stadium, He sald: "People say 'we should never have
moved', but we had to move, Highfield Road needed so much money spending on
it, there was na room to expand because it was surrounded by housing and it only
hetd 20,000 people. Looking back on It that's all we need now but had we stayed In
the Premiership or Champlonship we would have been al capacity sometimes. The
reasoris for moving at the time were extremely valid." He continued: The whole
thing has got so stupid, i's now no longet about contracis, finance or anything else

— it's just personal.”
BB inay arove that, at Coventry City, thal used to be a good thing.
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Th Atidié below ls a wonderful sumination of the reality of the fiduclary duties of a Director and in
particular the SI5U/Seppala and - way of accolinting, which’ needs serlols exposure.




Fromi #" wiswj

To:
Subjpets RE! Telegraph
Datm 22 August 2913 15:43:00

I'think part of It would be tosend soma of thal 200% materlal over,

Frum:M@suppuﬁerS—dlredmop]
Sent: 22 August 2013 15:38

To: # *WSM

Subject: Re: Telegraph

For'q‘the key is obviously to draw Seppala into the story as much as possible - either
through the actual documents, or in the commentary: Connect her with corporate misdeeds,
governance failures; rank hypocrisy €t al,

On .22 August 2013 15:29;

I 1]

T T—————
Sant: 22 Augqust 2013 13:37

Tor ERRN N /1]

Subject: Telegraph

Just happened upon this from several years ago when SISU got their hands on Cyvenlry. Is
it worth seeing whether the Telegraph might be interested in reviving their coverage of




fFroms

Tm KR |
Subject Fyichh Covantry City/SI5U Capital
bate; 22 Mgust 2013 16:59:3%

I sent some information on the 12th June about the hedge-fund owners and would
be owners of Coventry City FC,

The Sky Blue Trust (the football supporters' trust for Covent c fans) have now
sent this dossler out to The Foothall League, as well as at The FA,
i . amongs

1t's a substantial and detalled serles of points belng miade about the operation of
the Hedge Fund, SISU Capltal, and |ts varlous related entitles, and particularly Joy
Seppala; the CEb, who also slts on the Clty of London Takeover Panel.

If you do wish to ‘discuss this further, please let me know and 1 can put you in
touch with someane,




Fromi
To:
Bubjact;
Patel

‘ L L
RE{ E4.00 per Udkat

A0 Avgust 2003 14339:17

e it b il M apam e —m Ees

simply puit buta public pos

whil

Itfon wh'lch sas‘

aweé want the Club fers 1t can't work-wit




Fram -

Tol gy

Subject: RE; Query from the Coveaby Telepraph end proposed statement of response, [WCO-
Legal01,580579,2060558]

Date; A0 August 2043 15:45:05

B - Ym assumitng [ not golng to be

standtng for any flannel or shit from Joy

Fromi _ i s
Senk: 30 August 2013 15:42 .

To: * WS
Subject: FW: Query from the Coventry Telegraph and proposed statement of response, [wco-
Legal01,580579,2060558)

We have an tssue [n that |G has had a response Lo her [etler Inviting Joy to mieel which
has been accapted. '







Fror: pa ‘
Tol T . R fricobarens.con;

Subifectt

Data!

weber
shandwick

engagling, always,

EMEA Consuliancy of the Year 2012, The Holmes Report
Tha Sundey Times 100 Best Comparles lo Work For, 2012




Fropi!
Toi
Subject
Date:

!
TN
Re! Latest Private Eye

23 April 2014 09:40:32
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From:

Tol
; o
Subject: RE; [ /oy meeting -

Dates 3u,§ugust2‘91;'09:3?-35 i

who is going lo email some claims Irom- (via
Joy) aboul detall of rent deal they were Jast offered.

me* [mallt_@walkermurns couk]

Sent; 30 August 2013 0%:32
- @higgscharity.org.uk
BE 1 @coventry.gov.uk)'; _

@gmcom SRR

Il @w:agge com); I
2.00M)'; Vow);

@coventry.gov.uk)

Comes actoss as an additional mouthpicce for Joy Seppala. ||| GGG




public proneuncements, has not facilitated a meeting, It is still with great
regret that the Council inexplicably rejected the CVA, costing the club ten
points,

One of the bars fo the mneeting has been the lack of recognition from the
Council to the ownership of the club. This stili remains a barricr to any
future meeting,

Joy explained that a club that doesn't control it's match day revenues is
unsustainable, therefore, many attempis were made to renegotiate a fairer
deal which would have been more sustainable for the club, securing its
long term future and progress.

A great deal of fime was spent with - putting forward many of the
fans questions including the future stadium development, its continuing
comuninity work within the city, promised transport Northampton and
shirt sponsorship.

The reason for a lack ot shirt sponsor was given as the transfer
‘embargoes, - suggested offering the shirt sponsorship to a charity in
the interim period and the idea was warmly accepted.

They accepted and understand the Keep Coy in Cov campaign and that
any possible return to the Ricoh would only happen if they were
guaranteed some sort of security.

Joy also expressed sorrow that Cllr- had not agreed to meet with

It was a positive meeting and communication lines will be kept open.
-Will monitor the situation about the topics discussed to ensure that
actions are completed and fans concerns are fuily addressed.

‘ remains open to discuss this situation with any of the stakeholders,
either individually or collectively, Once again, she is also urging everybody
to sit down and have talks, as that is what the fans deserve.

The future of Coventry city starts here, not nt some wish point in the
future,




From.m [mailto-@comntty gov.uk}

Sent: ovember 2013

@virginmedla.co.uk)
@rlcoharena.com)
Subject: RE: oy "talks"

we were
who are from




Fram; IR 5]
To; )

Subfect: RE:-Statemnent, for use tomamaw {reactively}
Dake; 10 December 2012 19:54:00

ot e i e e ronmes s o TP Sy i

Ffofri:mwl\ _ .- WSV\l
Sent: !U,December 2012 1936 _
To: J§ ol
@itcoharena.com);

Ll g
i||‘i " N | @coventry.gov,uk);

Subject; Statement for use tomorrow (veactively)

Further to our call and on the assumption that we will be happy to proceed down the route of
emphasising Joy's Involvement | propose the following statement for review, We very clearly
need to move the story on to the bigger picture issue of Joy’s trie intentions and should
praceed now to determine a) the precise timing of that move and b) the most appropriate
spokesperson to |ead it, In the meantime we can'work (if agreed on our next ¢all with all
parties present)} to attempt to lead the media’s questioning down the path of a focus on Joy's
lenger term plans.

Members of the ACL Board met yesterday with representatives of the.
Mayfair based hedge fund Sisu, f'ncluding Joy Seppala, Sisu’s Chief




From:

Ce:
Subject: Reacﬁve ACL siﬂtcment_ For use In the cvent uf [} Ieak
Date: - 0S August 201¥ 17:59:08 ©

“This decision makes it all the.qnore remarkable that the Football League, as recently as
last week, confirmed the transfer of the ‘Golden Share’ to Otium, one of Joy Seppala’s
Slsu-family of companies;

“That the Footbali League can conclide that Ms Seppala is a fit and proper person to
- run a football club, even as a Shadow Director, makes a mockery of The Football

Leaguss ovn reguatons (NN

“We hope that this judgement brings further scrutiny to bear an the operations of Sisu,
of Otium and of Ms Seppala herself, 'i'ncludin_g her credibility as a member of the Board
of the City of Landon's Takeover Panel.”




From: —
Tor I )

Cet
Subject: Reiponse ol

Dates 30 August 2013 11:38:27

_ L Atter hearing that y
-Seppala was back in the ‘country earlier this week wrote to her and again
stressed her willingness fo meet face to face as soon as possible.




Coventry City Council

Weightmans reference: SG/62030/6

Report of an investigation into an allegation concerning the conduct of Councillors
Ann Lucas and John Mutton

SG16




=

From: Commane, Lisa

Sent: 07 December 2012 11,52

To: West, Chris: Forde, Christine

Cc: - Hastie, Barry

Subject: to pick up in Pinsents call and summary of informal Cabinet briefing today -

commercial in confidence

Categories: Relevant

Pinsents
Need to find out what CCFC would need to do re football ieague to move to a new home?

_ Briefing
.~ =ndorsement to have the media-war and go on the attack with SISU

sartin briefed that he has briefed Editor-of ET on'the ACL rent offer — Cabinet supportive
Undérstand that Joy-is not going to “glve in" and is going on the attack to-try to seize the debt and
-the asset and control of ACL. She has made a counter offer to YB for the debt.

Ann Lucas said Chris and Martiti have full Cabiriet support and the risk'is the Cablinet's and that
they will not hang Chrls and Martin out to-dry. Other Members present agreed

We need to start talking about SISU’s intentions balng.a takeover bid rather than just rentin the
media

Meetirig with Bank — Méimber authoiity given td.say CEC will net/never do a deal with SIsu

Chris briefed on the worst .case scenario = that the-Coungil may have to buy out the loan at a level
ACL where ACL may still struggle o service the Council's debt

Members support to just getting hold and control of the asset, but do understand that at top end of
buy out ACL assumptions on ACL's ahility to cut: costs/grow business will be needed

Members stpport going on the offensive around SISU wanting to get hold of the asset that was
paid for with public funds

They do udnertand we may get into a bidding war with SISU
i ‘hey do understand that the Bank has a lot of control-and that they ¢an chose to sell the debt to

“who they like

Chris explained the hedge. What If SISU do a deal with the Counterparty that owns the
Hedge....we were clear that we think ACL consent Is needed to sell on the hedge — however Joy
may have a way to gel around this and purchase the hedge though without consent.

Very clear that there are issues with ACL's ability to service the debt and there may be some risk
and that we are doing more work on this today

We have to think about what an exit strategy may look like — does the Council want to continue to
own its stake in the medium term and potentially pump more money in

Are we talking to Richard Keys?

Lisa Commane
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Assistant Director Special Projects Finance
Finance and Legal Services

Coventry City Council

1# Floor Chrisichurch House

Greyfriars Lane

Coventry

CVv1 2QL

Phone: 024 7683 3990
Fax: 024 7683 3770
Mobile: 07852 137 516

www.coventry.qgov.uk
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W Yorkshire Bank

¢ H Tl e b (e
Lientien: Nichoiss Cariet
o~ . T P

LPEFE SCVETY LITmED

Rlook Arang

Suasps Boaess Seniose

20 Wearlon Way

Phoenix Way Leeds
Foleghitl 182 ANZ
Covalery
CyE 6GE Tel 0112 BGT 2516
Coar e, GO
17 Decemiber 2012
Dear Slrs

BANKING FACILITIES MADE AVAILABLE TO ARENA COVENTRY LIMITED
("COMPANY") BY CLYDESDALE BANK PLG (TRADING AS YORKSHIRE BANK)

(IEEANKIII

W refer to your second lefter dated 14 December 2012, [n which you set out a revised offer
from Coventry Clty Goungil ("otincil’y of £12,000,000 In full and settleiént of all monies
owed to the Bank by the Gompany.

The Inoreased offer Is noted buf rémains unacceptable to the Bank, If thare ls o bo a
refinancing, the Bank is unwilling to aceept anything less than repayment In full.

We are dlsappoinied fo note your comments In respect of the Company's cashfiow
farecasts, As you are aware we take the view that, with appropriate cost savings, & solvent
. debt restruciuring could be agreed without any impalrment of the Banid's debt.

‘The Bank js concemed that the Cotnpany's directors appear to be focusing on achieving a
discqunted settlement of the Bani's tacilities rather than making the operational savings .

reiulred o support the level of the Company's debts. We understand that the Company's
directors are appaintod by its shareholders, one of which is a wholly ewned Counci vehicle,

and that eeftaln of the Company's directors are employees of the Couticil. Accordingly, we

are concerned about & conflict betweari the interests of ths Company and those of the

Council.

Plaase can you conflrm the followdrig:-

1. What steps tha Gompany Is 1

aking to progress an operalional reetructuring of the

Company's bisiness in order o support the level of its debts?

2. How the Gompany is condu
maxiiise any Ihcreased offers

dling its negotiations with the Councll, in order to
{0 refinance the Bank's debt? Wha on the Gompany's

poard 16 leading uch negotiatians? What other parties have been appioached so as

to provide an élternative to tha Councll's offer?

3, What steps have been taken to resolve any conflicts of Interests that have arisen In
light of the Company's conourrent hegotlallons with the Coungil, the Bank and

Coventry Gity Football Club? Please provide gaples of any relevant board minutes or
sharehalder fesolutions dealing with suich conflicts of Inferest.

Yoskdure fonk Y. rudnig nore o Ulydesduta tanl KO which Is uuthodsed ond egulolsd bedie Fuanzol Sewices Faloily ek lncdilos aahier Iras sepuloled innlgaiog uke 6! teguliled oy o Fnontal
seivkes Aulvellp Shalestute Fant PG Bogalersd eEeallone R S200113Y Repistereet Olficu 30 8 Vincer Finee. Glowgs Gl ML ey ¢f Noboro! Aushulo boe? s '

1073




Ve el you et it the slrsuinsianost, 296 GIRes.oTE ol e Domany ws g auty s ot
the Interests of the Company's creditare. rather than ite shareholders, and shoulkl do
everything possible to protect creditors’ inferests.

All of the Bank's rights end remedies arising under or in connaction with the Facility Letler or
othatwise remain fully ressjved. Noihing contained [n thie letter andfor any associzted
sorfespondance or cammunications, nor any gstion or Ingction by the Bank, shzll oparate &g
a waiver of any of the Banics right or remedies whilah remalin and shatl continue Ihfull forea

andg effect.

We look forward to hearing from you as s00h &8 poesilble

Yauis falthfully

~

Craig Billups:
Exsgoulive — Strategic Business Services

For and on behalf of .

Glydesdale Banl Plc (trading as Yorkshire Banlg)
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Where we are Now

+ We have seen $ISU's plans for CGFC

+ Nd delail of a new ACLICCFC rant and
revenues doal — In negofiation

 No Informatlon on basls and dstalis for AEG's

Involvemant )

1 = Howdetall of all of this affects the Councl
1+ The scale of fulure regeneralion

Our Conditions
* 8ISU never ellowed 1o usa ACL ngsats ag

security for harmowing

* Adetalled shareholdar.agreement for AGL —

consent radulfad 16 dispose of shares [
+ Commiltments from 85U re CCFC

* Shareholder-ratuins ta the Councll

, = Back lo back transaclions and dua dlligence

Risks of this approach .

*+ Relalienshipftrust with SISU
i ¢ Lols of detall not known — especlally round

AEG

* CCFC contlnua Lo fall - wa go round tha clrcle

again
+ All vary destabliising for ACL

* Public perceplion
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EXCLUSIVE: Coventry City FC owners Sis
make official complaint over Coventry
councillors' conduct

1733, 13 MAY 2015 © BY SIMON GILBERT

Lawyers have wrilten to Local Government Ombudsrman calling for conduct of Ann
Lucas and John Mutton fo be investigated

= ] © Receive news like thisbyeemail -~~~ 5
45 Shares Share Tweet +1
Linkedin

Coventry city counciflors John Multon and Ann Lucas

Covenlry Cily FG owners Sisu have launched a complaint to the official council watchdaog
about the .conduct of two leading councillors.

The Telegraph can exclusively reveal the latest legal twist in.a long running dispule ovet the
ownership of the Ricoh Arena operating company AGL, which was bought by Premiership
rughy slub Wasps in November,

Lawyars acting on behalf of Sisu have written {o the Local Government Ombudsman
(LGO) to complain about the conduct of Coventry Gity Council leader Ann Lucas:and
former leader Goun John Mullon,

Several acciisations are levetled at the Labour Party pair, relating lo theirconduct during
thaRtcoh Arena saga since Sisu took aver the Sky Blues in 2008.

ADVERTISING




The Telegraph understands the writlen allegations have been sen to the indepandent LGO
whio Has similar powers to the courts whan il Gomes Io tha release of informalion and
conducting investigations.

The LGO can recommend reclifying action, including suspensions, if any wrongdaging is
believed to have octurred — but it has no power o actually force a local autharity to take
aglion,

The comp’laint includes quotes atiributed to leading councillors, taken from varlous media
oullets; which Sisu claim have been damaging, and a ielter from Sisu boss Joy Seppala,
who complains aboul the conduct of Coun Mutton during discussions abott the Ricoh
Arena.

Coventry City FC owners Sisu: New
court date announced for ¢ app eal against
Ricoh Arena sale

It's understood Sisu have called for possible wrongdoing to be investigated in relalion to
secrecy, misleading stalemants, failure to aclin the public inlerest and financial loss.

No allegations of wrongdoing by Ann [Lucas or John Mution have been praven. The pair
both declined to comment when approached by the Telegraph.

Sisu has not yel responded 1o réquests for comment.

The club’s owners lock the coundil to court le‘i%t suthmer claiming a loan from the authority
to AGL was unlawful state aid, not made on commercially viable terms and killed off any
poasible dealwith the club.

But'a High Court judge comprefiensively dismissed that accusation and criticised Sisu,
accusing them of delibérately withhoiding rent in a bid o distress AGL to acquire the
stadium company at a knock down price.

Sisu will seek to 2ppeal that decision on July 7. They also subsequently launched another
judicial review application intd hew loan terms agreed hetween Wasps and the councl|
following the Tugby club's takeover of ACL in Navember.

That application has been pu’t on hold pending the oulcome of the July 7 appeal,
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Q) sISU Capital Limited ~ rmecEmED

818U Capital Limited . ' 19 NV P08
ATH FLOOR

13EC PLACE ) e L B i 4 e ot o U e
LONDCN )
WK 6FL

TE,: M4 (B) 20 7200 450
FATT: +44 (03 26 7493 0471

Councillor Ann Lucas

Leader of the Council

Member Services,

Customer & Workiorce Services Coventry City Council
. Council house,
L Earl Street Coventry

CV15RR

13 November 2013

Bear Arnn,

L wasa pleaéure to meet and fo cut thrdugh the media nype. [ do hulieve that you genuinely wani to
o the best for the city of Coveniry and that you understand and varue the hard economic, socio-
econoinic and community benefits that a foothall club brings to a cily.

falso accept that the present situation was not of your making, that you have never been one of the
voices calling for “SISU Out” and that you cannot sanction any new egreements without a majority
hacking of the councillors.

That having been said, neither the Club nor its investors can couriznance anyihing other than
ovwning its stadium. Financial fair play alone dictates ownership. It seems to me that ACL is a
problem child; managed by the executive of the Council as an independent business it is neither
under your controf nor truly operating as an independent business,

Whichiaver way one looks at |t the loan of £14,400,000 to a stadium management company that has
the benefit of a lease on the football stadium when it has alienated its anchor tenant was utterly
mis:;onceived, This created the present impasse and gave the Higgs Charity a windfall and & ransom
strip. it is not clear to me whether the Councillors were ever fuly briefed as to the offers which we
made in 2012, the heads of agreement which were sigred ar just how beneficial these were for the

Hogrestorgal 10 Expplondd o, 315843
Authoiised s Regidested & e ITaeavial Seovices Aniberen
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City, the Council'and thefans. Why ACL’s hoard {comprising the two officers of the Counci! and Higgs
representatives) then capriciously voted against the CVA to cost the Club (which it says it wants to
support for the City) 20 points is beyond comprehension.

Looking back at the deal | proppsed in 2012 we were to pay off the entirety of the bank borrowing

and purchase a 50% stake In ACL from the Higgs Charity, provided that ACL secured a 125-year lease

(increasing the value of the 50% being purchased to provide consideration for paying off the bank
debt). As far as we can see a cornbination of ideological prejudice and misplaced motives resulted in
your former leader and your executive withdrawing from the discussions deliberately ic force a sale

of the Club.

As must be obvious the plo‘fwas utterly misconceived and has backfired spectacularly; control was
not obtained overthe Club and the Council has a debt to its own management company of
£14,400,000 securedroran-asset worth, on your figures, £6,000,000 odd (with revenue from a
foothall franchusa) and a cashflow which might break even but cannot hope to repay the loan. Thisis
a classic financial zombie and ACLis presumably not in default of rent or loans so there is clearly no
possibility of the Cuuncd releasing the freehold. At the same time Higgs is (as we understand)
demanding a p:emlum for. anye;ale ofits interest (in ACL) or consent to ACL surrendering its interest?

In the meantime, in'erde*rto flowrish the Club needs a stadium where it has the beneft of all the
revenue generated from 1t5 playing activities and where it is totally free from the sort of palitics and
malign motives: under which it laboured before your elevation to the Leadership. When | said | would
not “rule out a 'return"to ‘the Ric6h”; | meant it. | just cannot see any way in which the competing
interests can be resoived and deliver what is needed to bring the Club back to the City.

ACL and your ofhcms:mtmg as a-number of its directors continue ta publish vacuous offers of rental
arrangemeni which nave been rounaly rejecied and are transparently directed at destabilising
support for the-Club. Council officers appear to be acting independently when it suits their purpose
and filtering ar, glossmgihe information the Councillors are recewlng When that is cumulated with
the: previous Ieadei‘s {dEGnglCElpTB]UdICE it is little wonder that it has been so difficult to create an

open dialogues

We have debamd mt mally whether the City might transpose its loan into a permanent charitable
foundation or Ehdowment lhatalso holds the freehold. In any scenario we need a freehold or clean
restriction free&nng Jease.As matiers stand that does not appear to be something you can deliver
commercially, fegally-or-politically. We respect your candour, integrity and.genuine desire to worl
with the Club; sadly.unlessyou have the co-operation of all interested parties to brea k the
constraints imposed by your;pred'ec’essof‘s actions it would seem that our-best outcome is delivered




by building a new stadium. For the avoidance of any doubt our desire to build a stadium has never
been driven by any malign intent but by a clear perception that there was no deal that the City
Councll or ACL were capable of delivering which would secure the future needs of the Club.

My investors and the Club have suffered from the events triggered by the Council’s misconceived
loan, the flawed application for the administration of Coventry City Football Clul Limited and the
subsequent campaign of vilification.

Ann, if  am wrong and there is a way to provide an unencumbered freehold or very long
unrestricted lease in a way which is politically acceptable to the Council, then | am here to talk.
There Is clearly = saclo-economic and commmnunity value to having the Club in the Ricoh wivich | wouid
expect those who have been so vocal to recognise.

We cannot deiay our other plans to build a new stadium and | am being pressed to bring civil action
to recover the millions of pounds in losses attributable to the conspiracy to wrest control of the Club
from the investors.

Please do not hesitate to ask if you need any information or data to assist you.

Joy Sepfala
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Coventry City Council

Weightmans reference: SG/62030/6

Report of an investigation into an allegation concerning the conduct of Councillors
Ann Lucas and John Mutton
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Coventry City Council

Joy Seppala
Chief Executive Officer

The Office of the Leader
of Coventry City Council

The Council House

SISU Capital Limited Earl Street
By email: jseppala@sisucapital.com Coventry
CV15RR

Telephone: 02476 831103
Email: ann.lucas@coventry.gov.uk
Website: www.coventry.gov.uk

Our Ref: al/ljr/seppala
28 August 2013

Dear Joy

I'm aware from local media reports that you will be in the country this week. I'd like to
renew my invitation to meet with you privately fo try and find a solution that will bring the
Sky Blues back to the City on terms that makes sense for everyone involved.

It is so sad that the team is not playing in Coventry and | would be happy to sit down with
you, in private, to see if we can thrash out a way forward.

. This is a genuine offer, away from the glare of the media, which | hope that you will
accept in the good faith that it is intended.

You can contact me direct on my mobile phone 07769735389 or my PA Lisa Ramsden in -
office hours on 024 76831103.

Look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely

elo

Councillor Ann Lucas
Leader of Coventry City Council
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SpeechlyBircham

Speechly Bircham LLP

6 New Street Square
London EC4A 31X

Tel +44 (0)20 7427 6400
Fax +44 (0)20 7427 6600
DX 54 Chancery Lane
information®speechlys.com
www.speechlys.com

By Email and Post

Ms Ann Lucas

Coventry City Council

The Council House

Ear] Street

Coventry

CV1 6RR

Email: Ann.Lucas@coventry.gov.uk

Date Our ref
30 August 2013 DPR/ACS/AMA/351818

Without Prejudice Subject to Contract
Dear Councillor Lucas
Re: Coventry City Football Club

Ms Seppala, In her capacity as representative of the investors, will be pleased to engage in an
exploratory meeting with you at our offices. Ms Seppala requires that | be in attendance at that
meeting.

Your officers have previously indicated how difficult it is for the Council to maintain confidentiality.
However any potentlal for establishing constructive dialogue requires confldence that such
“discussions remain unreported.

Please would you let us know if this is accepted and when it might be convenient to convene this.

Yours sincerely

Alexander Carter-Silk
Partner o
For Speechly Bircham LLP

Direct line: 020 7427 6507
General Fax: 020 7427 6600
Email: alexander.carter-silk@speechlys.com

154138211

* Speechly Bircham LLP Is a limited liabllity partnership registered in England and Wales {reglstered number OC321620) and {s authorised and regulated by the
Solicitors Regulation Authority. A list of members”names Is open to inspection at our registered office 6 New Street Square London EC4A ALX.
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SpeechlyBircham

Speechly Bircham LLP

6 New Street Square

London EC4A 3LX

Tel +44 (3)20 7427 6400

Fax +44 {0)20 7427 6600

DX 54 Chancery Lane
information@speechlys.com
www.speechlys.com

By Email and Post
Ms Ann Lucas

Coventry City Council

Egﬁ g?rggf" House  ISent by E-Mail and by post
Coventry 16:34 30th August 2013
CV15RR

Email: Ann.Lucas@coventry.gov.uk

Date Ourrel
30 August 2013 DPRIACSIAMAI351818

Without Prejudice Subject to Contract
Dear Councillor Lucas
Re: Coventry City Football Club 2nd Letter”

Following our previous letter the football club has been contacted by the Coventry Telegraph fo
advise us of a statement issued by your office to the effect that;

‘Ann Lucas has written directly fo Joy Seppala, after hearing Mrs Seppala was back in the country
this week, to arrange a meeting”.

What that statement does not include is your statement to the effect that ;

“This is a genuine offer, away from the glare of the media, which.l hope that you will accept in the
good faith that it is intended...”

Ms Seppala accepted your assurance as to privacy and exclusion of the press. It is unfortunate
that your office thought it appropriate to act contrary to that assurance barely before the ink was
dry. The absence of any reliable assurance of confidentiality renders a meeting inappropriate.

If the Council has any constructive proposal to make, the directors of the Club will be pleased to
receive these in wrting and in confidence.

Yours sincerely

Alexander Carter-Silk
Partner
For Speechly Bircham LLP

Direct line; 020 7427 6507
General Fax: 020 7427 6600
Email: alexander.carler-silk@speeachlys.com

154201151

Speechly Bircham LLP Is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales {registered number 0C321620) and is authorised and regulated by the
Solicitors Regulation Authority. Alist of members’ names is open to inspection at our registered office & New Street Square London EC4A 3LX.
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Coventry Clty Council -

The Office of the Leader
of Coventry City Council

The Council House
Earl Street
Coventry

CvV1 5RR

Telephone; 02476 831103
Email; ann.lucas@caoventry.gov.uk
Website: www.coventry.gov.uk

29 July 2013 .

Dear Joy

I'm writing this:open letter to-you today because, as Leader of Coventry City Council, |
want to do everything inmy powerto keep our football club playing in our city and make
the maximur-use of the'ﬂu:oh A'rena as an engine to drive growth and create jobs in the
City, L

None of us wanted to-see -3 dayllke :today when the creditors meeting due to take place
later is likely tase&an nutcome whlch is'not in the interests of the city, ACL or the
football club L

| know that you want the Company Voiuntary Agreement to be approved-today. | want a
solution that will see‘the’ Ricoh Arena continue to develop and flourish with the Sky Blues
playing a roledn‘this.suecess. I-understand you will want to get ownership of at least
some of the stadium-and:access to-some match day revenues. But you need to
understand, en-behaifofthe City Council as freehoider, 50% shareholder of ACL and
owner of 7. 5 acres:of dev.elopment land | will protect the asset of the Ricoh Arena for the
city and its people Rt

I still think there Is aﬂchance ﬂwata_fou*and Tcould sit down and hammer out a way
forward. | havénot:-beeniL.éaderofthe:Council very long and | am prepared to take a
fresh look at all-thedssues thatiave brought us to this stalemate.

Thousands offCoventry City fans-have taken to the streets to express their passion for
their club. Hundreds:haveold us how.they feel. Lawyers have told me not to make
public statementsiaboutthis issue, Brecause of ongoing litigation. | am saying to you,
woman to woman, that we need fo.end this.nonsense now.
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~ Coventry City Council

The Office of the Leader
of Coventry City Council
Nikki Sinclaire MEP The Goungil House
Earl Street
Caventry
CV1 5RR

By email: nikkimep@googlemail.com

Telephone; 02476 831103
Email: ann.lucas@coventry.gov.uk
Website: www.coventry.gov.uk

Our Ref: alflji/Sinclaire
07 August 2013

Dear Nikki

Thank you for your letter e-mailed to ime earlier today. | notice thaf this has already been
published in full on your blog and reported on Sky Blues Talk. | had understood from Mr Calvert
that those aftendees invited and indeed the meeting itself would remain confidential. Anyway to
be clear, in case this response is inadvertently put into the public domain — whilst | recognise the
good intent of Mr Calvert — coming toegether in this way with an apparently randomly selected
group of individuals; with little or no structure and unclear facilitation is not the way to conduct

business.

[ do understand the anxiety and frusiration of Sky Blues fans — but this is not the way to discuss
the issues in a structured and effective way.

My offer to sit down with Joy Seppala and any of her colleagues from SISU — related companies
to discuss unhconditionally the situation in front of us remains very much open.

Best wishes

Yours sincerely

Councillor Ann Lucas
Leader of Coventry City Council




//

7

Coventry City Council
The Office of the Leader
, of Coventry City Council
Joy Seppala
Chief Executive Officer The Council House
SISU Capital Limited Earl Street
By email: jseppala@sisucapital.com Coventry
CV1 5RR

Telephone: 02476 831103
Email: ann.lucas@coventry.gov.uk
Website: www.coventry.gov.uk

Qur Ref: alflii/seppala
28 August 2013

Dear Joy

I'm aware from local media reports that you will be in the country this week. I'd like to
renew my invitation to meet with you privately to fry and find a solution that will bring the
Sky Blues back to the City on terms that makes sense for everyone involved.

[t is so sad that the team'i—s not playing in Coventry and | would be happy fo sit down with
you, in private, to see if we can thrash out a way forward.

This is a genuine offer, away from the glare of the media, which | hope that you will
accept in the good faith that it is intended.

You can contact my office on 024 7683 1103,

Look forward fo hearing from you soon.

Yours 5incere]y

Councillor Ann Lucas
Leader of Coventry City Council
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Coventry City Council

Joy Seppala

Chief Executive Officer

SI5U Capital Limited

By email: jseppala@sisucapital.com

Our Ref: alflj/seppala
13 November 2013

b C)}

The Office of the Leader
of Coventry City Council

The Council House
Eail Street
Coventry

CV1 5RR

Telephone: 02476 831103
Email: ann.lucas@coventry.gov.uk
Website: www.coventry.aov.uk

Thank you for your time last Friday; it was good fo finally meet you, and | appreciate your

courtesy throughout our meeting.

| am so sorry we failed 10 make any headway in our discussions in terms of the club refurning to
the Ricoh Arena. | really believe that if you were to do that everyone involved could build a new,
positive relationship and both the city and the club would benefit enormously.

Although we agreed that there was |

ittle point in meeting again unless circumstances were to

change dramaticalfiy. ] would like to assure you that | would be happy to meet. you again, if you

- thought it would be worthwhile for us to do 5o and my door will remain open to you for the time
being, at least. I know you will appreciate, as well, that at some stage wa will need to move on in
termis of making the right decisions about the future of the Ricoh Arena.

I hope that, following our meeting, you understand the depth of my personal commitment to
finding a way forward for the club, and the strength of feeling councillors of all parties have
collectively for making the right decision for the city and Coventry taxpayers.

Ploase feel free to contact me at any time in the fu
again, thank you for meeting me last week.

£ 6@%4_&

Councillor Ann Lucas
Leader of Coventry City Council

ture; you have all my contact details. Once






